A possible neurophysiological basis for psychological pain.
There is some evidence that the anterior cingulate cortex (ACC) contains nociceptive neurons, and other neurons which respond to conditioned aversive stimuli. It is not implausible that nociceptive input and conditioned aversive input converge onto common neurons in the ACC. Following from this hypothesis, the psychological pain which occurs in circumstances that arouse disgust or aversion may involve the same mechanisms that give rise to referred pain.